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Vacant Property: Registry 
Kansas City, MO 
By Neha Bhatt and Michael Ryan 
 
Vacant properties are more than eyesores. They keep 
prospective homebuyers away, lower property values, 
contribute to neighborhood decline, and can threaten 
public safety and health. As in many other communities, 
vacant properties pose a chronic problem in Kansas City, 
MO, where the problem is exacerbated by one of the 
highest rates in the nation for abandoned foreclosed 
homes, according to USA Today. 
 
In 2009, Kansas City passed an ordinance requiring all vacant and foreclosed properties to be 
formally registered with the City’s Neighborhoods and Housing Services Department within 90 
days of becoming vacant and within 14 days of foreclosure. Registration of empty properties 
enables better code enforcement, maintenance standards, and security measures, all of which are 
critical to combating neighborhood blight. New owners purchasing existing vacant properties must 
re-register the property under their name within 30 days of closing.   
 
Kansas City offers online registration, as well as in-person and mail-in options. Registration 
requires information on location, name and contact information of the owner, and contact 
information of the person responsible for the property’s maintenance. A publically accessible online 
database of vacant and foreclosed properties further helps connect buyers with owners.   
 
This system is helping Kansas City keep better track of its vacant properties and foreclosed homes 
(which could become abandoned and vacant). It helps hold owners accountable on the minimum 
upkeep standards. The ordinance sets the following rules. 
 

• Annual registration is free and may be done online, by mail, or in person.  Registration 
includes: 
-   Location, use and number of units 
-   Certification that there are no occupants 
-   Written notice to occupants of applicable foreclosing process 
-   Name and contact information of the owner and property manager 

• Properties must visibly post the name and full contact information of an emergency contact 
on site for authorities and neighbors.  

• Registered properties are subject to all regulations applying to vacant/foreclosed 
properties, and the city may take appropriate abatement actions and issue citations for 
code violations. 
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• Fines for late renewals are $50 a month, up to $500.  Failure to register is punishable with 
penalties of $200 to $1,000 and up to 180 days imprisonment.   

 
This ordinance is helping get vacant properties formally registered and deter property neglect. 
Each week, $2,000 to $5,000 is collected in citation fees for failure to register or renew registration. 
Funds from citations support the operation of the vacant properties mitigation program. According 
to the registry, as of August 2014, there were 2,759 vacant homes and 12,591 occupied homes in 
the process of foreclosure. With this ordinance, Kansas City is getting ahead of possible 
abandoned foreclosed homes that could exacerbate neighborhood blight, and providing one more 
way to facilitate transfer of homeownership. 
 
Kansas City’s vacant property ordinance: 
http://cityclerk.kcmo.org/liveweb/Documents/Document.aspx?q=W2Sb%2fcoEIJYf%2fWXTOfqG9
gMZq8Oc%2fBknsGv4cWdxHoUbc86Zf0m0NE5aNQwf8DD%2b  
 
Kansas City’s online vacant property registry: 
http://webfusion.kcmo.org/coldfusionapps/neighborhood/registration/index.cfm  
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